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St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church

529 West Fifth Street ~ LaPlace, LA  70068
985-652-9100 ~ Fax 985-651-2920

Parish School of Religion (PSR)
Student Policies

2010-2011
    The Parish School of Religion is one dimension of a faith formation, religious education program for Catholic students in grades 1 - 12 who do not attend Catholic schools.  The program strives to teach doctrine fully, to foster community, and to prepare students for Christian service.  Classes are held during the school year for one hour each week for a total of thirty hours in the school buildings. Volunteer catechists teach the classes.  Sacramental preparation for Reconciliation and Communion takes place on the second grade level.  Confirmation classes begin for the students entering the ninth grade and enrollment is through a separate registration procedure.
Religion classes are meant to be an aid to parents.  That means the primary duty of education rests with the parents.  The class is not a substitute for parental involvement in the religious life of the student.  Where Christ is truly present in the home, the religion class will be adequate formal education.  Parish school of religion classes are a religious exercise, an extension of the Church.  It is not "just another school class."

Classes
     
Mondays at St. Joan of Arc School  (See attached calendar.)


Grades 1 – 12

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM


For grades 1 - 
4, parents are to walk the children to the cafeteria for the start of the program each week and pick them up at the door of their classroom.  CHILDREN WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO MEET PARENTS OUTSIDE THE BUILDING. 

For grades 5 – 12, students should go straight to the cafeteria when they arrive.  Students are dismissed by their teachers following closing prayer.  NO ONE IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOMS WITHOUT A TEACHER.

Masses
The Mass is central to our Catholic faith and to our faith community. Families are responsible for participating in weekly Sunday Mass and Mass on Holy Days of Obligation.  Attendance at Mass is the most important part of the program. Each student will receive a box of numbered and dated stewardship envelopes. Your child’s stewardship envelope should be used weekly at the offertory.  If your child attended Mass at another Catholic Church a bulletin from that church should be turned in to the teacher that following Monday’s class.   The pastor, Father John-Nhan Tran, will review weekly attendance.  Mass attendance will be 50% of your child’s grade.  Attendance reports are submitted to Father on Tuesdays.
Absences

     The Archdiocese of New Orleans requires 30 hours of class for PSR credit.  Please refer to the class calendar.  Regular student attendance is essential and required. When a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to call the teacher or a classmate to ask about making up class assignments.  When it is known that a student will miss class, please call the DRE prior to class time.  Students missing more than two (2) classes will risk promotion.  Students with perfect attendance for the year will be rewarded.  
Discipline

     Students are instructed in Christian principles and are expected to demonstrate such principles.  The following policies will be maintained

1. Modest attire is required.  Your child will be attending church programs as well as class instructions and we wish them to get used to appropriate dress.  Inappropriate attire would include tank tops or muscle shirts, extremely short shorts, underwear showing from baggy pants, disrespectful language or pictures on clothing. No shorts on Mass days.


2. No mp3 players, headphones, candy, gum, drinks, food or toys allowed.
3. Cell phones must be off and turned in at the classroom door.  These will be returned upon dismissal.

4. Smoking, carrying of cigarettes or tobacco, taking of drugs or carrying of drugs, and carrying knives or other weapons on school grounds are illegal and grounds for expulsion.
5. Students are responsible for books and home assignments.  An additional charge will be made to cover the cost of replacing lost books.
6. Teachers have a great deal of information to share and engage your child in.  Each child’s classroom behavior will be conducive to experiencing God’s wonderful message.  Students whose actions are not in keeping with the mission of PSR will be asked to leave the program.  We are asking everyone to practice respect with each other, the teacher, and the school grounds and material.
7. For health, safety, and security reasons, the school reserves the right to carry out a reasonable search and seizure by school officials of any student or their possessions for materials or objects which are in violation of school policy.  Parents will be notified prior to search and seizure.
Assessments 

     Teachers are asked to give at least two weekly assessments on the materials covered.    One should be during the class meeting and may include oral and/or written assessments, activities, individual and/or group projects, as well as any other opportunity to determine understanding and growth. The other assessment should come in the form of an outside activity.  This could be a reading, a participation in an event, an exercise in faith with family and/or community, etc.  Completing home assignments are mandatory and are reflected in the assessment.  Parents will be notified at least four times during the term of their children’s progress.

All Grades:
A- 100%-90%

D-69%-60%



B- 89%-80%

F- 59% and below



C-79%-70%

Students should meet all standards provided by the curriculum for promotion.  Students who fail grades in regular school may be accepted into higher grades in PSR, but ONLY if they demonstrate the ability to keep up with the class with a satisfactory grade on the first evaluation of the year.
PSR 2010-2011
Policy Acknowledgement Form

Student Name:__________________________________________ PSR Grade____________
Student Name:__________________________________________ PSR Grade____________

Student Name:__________________________________________ PSR Grade____________

I have discussed the regulations with my son(s)/daughter(s) and he/she/they is/are  aware of them.  I understand that failure to follow the guidelines can result in dismissal from the program.

___________________________________    _________________________________

SIGNATURE OF PARENT                                   SIGNATURE OF CHILD(1)

______________________________              __________________________________        

DATE   




        SIGNATURE OF CHILD (2)








  ___________________________________  







        SIGNATURE OF CHILD (3)








  __________________________________                                                                                       






DATE
